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A Study on the Effects of Obtaining the Blue Flag for International Environmental
Certifications - Verification by Questionnaire Survey
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Abstract
This study clarified the effectiveness of the Blue Flag (BF), international environmental certification
through a survey of users of twelve certified beaches in Japan. The survey results tell that although
the level of awareness of the BF varied between beaches, most users highly evaluated factors relate
to the BF certification criteria; “safety and security,” “cleanliness,” and “good water quality”. It means
that certification has a certain impact as a reason for beach selection. Continuous research is needed

to uncover the effects.
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